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and Haliopeau. The cases were treated in the St. Louis Hospital, Paris, and 
numbered in all 38. The report, as given by this commission, was official 
and final, and upon the whole, strongly condemnatory. Briefly stated, the 
conclusions are as follows: They observed first, that in some cases the general 
reaction was bo intensely alarming that death had been imminent; secondly, 
in eight cases congestion of the lungs resulted; thirdly, in two cases, hmmat- 
uria; fourthly, in four cases, albuminuria; fifthly, in five or six cases, severe 
cardiac symptoms, such as violent palpitation and persistent systolic bruit 
at apex. The local reaction varied from extremely moderate to erysipelatous. 
As to the resulting action upon the disease, not one case was cured, not one 
case even nearly cured, and scarcely a visible improvement in any. On the 
contrary, twelve results nil, the lesions remaining as before, and eighteen very 
slightly improved. With the negative and uncertain results, and the risks 
incurred, the commission does not feel justified, from its own experience, in 
continuing, except in an experimental manner, this method of treatment. 
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VENTRO-FIXATION OF THE UTERUS AND SUBSEQUENT PREGNANCY. 

Gottschalk ( Ccntralblatt fur Gynakologic, No. 8, 1891) reports the case 
of a multipara, aged twenty-eight years, from whom he had removed an ova¬ 
rian tumor complicated with retroflexion of the uterus. The patient made 
an uninterrupted recovery. A year afterward the same patient came under 
Gottschalk’s observation in the sixth week of pregnancy. Shortly afterward 
abortion occurred. The membranes and placenta were removed by the hand 
of the operator, and the uterus was found very high up in the pelvis and 
anteverted. In removing the placenta and membranes, the finger appreciated 
a difference in the two walls of the uterus; the anterior wall was thick and 
well preserved, while the posterior was almost as thin as paper. The expla¬ 
nation for this condition was found in the fact that the patient had been 
operated upon for a backward displacement of the uterus by the procedure 
known as ventro-fixation. • 

A Study of Placental Infarcts. 

JacOBSOHN ( Zeit&chrift fur Gtburishufe und Gynakologie, Band xx., Heft 2) 
has examined large numbers of placentas, finding in syphilitic patients, in 
those suffering from nephritis, and also in women apparently in good health, 
white infarctions on the placental tissue. These seem at times to have been 
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without influence upon the life of the fetus. In other cases, fetal death un¬ 
doubtedly resulted from their presence. In twenty placentm examined, taken 
from healthy mothers whose children were healthy, forty-two infarctions 
were found, most of them upon the maternal side, occasionally supplemented 
by othera upon the fetal aspect. The most probable explanation of their 
presence seems to Jacobsohn to be as follows: The decidua undergoes a pri¬ 
mary hyaline degeneration, and when in this condition the tissue can be 
stained by eosin and safranin. This process of degeneration attacks the endo¬ 
thelium of the bloodvessels, which, according to Waldeyer, are surrounded 
by decidual cells. The process gradually encroaches upon the intervillous 
spaces, coagulation of blood occurs, and the fibrinous portion of the infarct 
results from the clot. The villi of the chorion are finally destroyed so far as 
their functional activity is concerned, while in some cases the hyaline degen¬ 
eration of the decidun destroys the villi by the encroachment of decidual cells. 

A Bacteriological Study in Auto-Infection. 

The marked reaction which has taken place against the prophylactic douche 
in healthy women suggested to Steffeck the propriety of making a bac¬ 
teriological examination of the birth-canal of such patients (Zcitechrift fur 
Qcburtshulfe und Gynakologic , Band xx., Heft 2). His melhod consisted in 
removing a portion of the secretion of the parts, making cultures on appro¬ 
priate culture media, and injecting the original matter and also cultures into 
the bodies of animals. Twenty-nine observations are reported in detail. 
Twelve of these gave positive results. In seven abscesses followed. In five 
general infection and death occurred. The germ most frequently found is 
the staphylococcus pyogenes albus. His experiments lead Steffeck to conclude 
that this germ, as well as streptococci, may cause puerperal infection which 
should be considered as auto-infection. Some inflammatory condition must 
be present, however, to furnish a place and opportunity for entrance to these 
germs. An examination of the statistics in the Wurtzburg clinic for periods 
when no prophylactic douche was given illustrates the practical value of a 
preliminary disinfection. 

Rupture of the Uterus in Twin Labor. 

An interesting case of rupture of the uterus in twin labor is reported in the 
Glasgow Medical Journal for March, 1891, by Jenkins, a student in Pawlik’a 
clinic at Prague. The patient had seven hours previously given birth to a 
living child at her home. When brought to the hospital her general condi¬ 
tion was good. A second child wa3 found in transverse position. The pelvis 
was not contracted. The upper margin of the lower uterine segment was 
discerned at the level of the umbilicus. Under chloroform, decapitation was 
performed by the hook. No difficulty was experienced in delivering the head 
and the body, but upon introducing the hand into the uterus a large transverse 
rupture was found half an inch above the level of the internal os, involving 
the entire left half of the uterus. The peritoneum was intact, and rupture 
had occurred before admission to the hospital. The placenta had pfojected 
through the tear, giving rise to a swelling which could be appreciated by 
palpation. It was found that adhesion existed on the right side of the uterus 
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from former inflammation. The cavity between the uterus and the peri¬ 
toneum was washed out with thymol and blood-clota were removed. The 
uterus was tamponed with iodoform gauze, the fundus pressed downward by 
an assistant A large drainage-tube was also introduced. The patient’s con¬ 
dition was remarkably good. The subsequent history of the case was that of 
recovery in about three weeks, daily irrigation, with a vaginal tampon, and 
drainage having been continued. When discharged the external os was 
drawn to the left, and above it a granulating cavity as large as a walnut was 
found. The internal os was displaced to the right and closed, the uterus 
movable, bound down upon the right side by old adhesions, while upon the 
left side new adhesions were forming. 


A Contribution to the Theory of Eclampsia. 

Von Herff {Munchener medicinitche Wochemchrift, No. 5,1891) believes 
that the complex array of symptoms known as the eclamptic condition con¬ 
sists in a peculiar sensitiveness to irritation on the part of the sub-cortical 
centres. An easily decomposed material accumulates in the sub-cortical cells 
during gestation, resembling that found congenitally in patients suffering 
from nervous and psychical diseases, and in others intoxicated with urea, 
lead, alcohol, and infectious material. In other cases this condition setms 
to pertain to the physiology of the pregnant state. The condition known as 
eclamptic depends upon numerous organs of the body. When, in addition 
to this predisposing cause, active irritation is brought to bear, the result is 
frequently an outbreak of eclamptic convulsions. 

One Hundred Cases of Induced Labor. 

The literature of this subject is thoroughly reviewed, and the observations 
made upon one hundred cases are reported by Pinabd in the first two num¬ 
bers of the Annales de Qynicologic of the present year. He finds that once 
in one hundred and fifty pregnancies it is necessary to induce labor. Of the 
one hundred cases, one died of septicmmia resulting from infection during 
examination. Eighty-three of the children were born alive, sixty-seven of 
them surviving to leave the hospital. Version was performed fourteen times; 
the forceps used in twenty-one cases. In sixty-three cases Champetier’s bal¬ 
loon was used to induce labor. This is a rubber dilator larger than a Barnes’s 
bag, which is introduced and inflated and allowed to remain until expelled 
with the foetus. Pinard considers the induction of labor at term justifiable 
only when the head can be made to engage by gentle pressure at the brim of 
the pelvis, and when the antero-posterior diumeter of the pelvic inlet meas¬ 
ures at least three and a half inches. To secure a living child he would 
induce labor at seven months in a pelvis of this size. He frequently employed 
Tarnier’s dilator, which much resembles the Barnes’s bag, the first dilatation 
being followed by the larger balloon. 

The Vectis, or Obstetrical Lever, Combined with Traction. 

Adopting the theory of Poulet that a flexible tractor is best in combination 
with forceps, Farabeuf and Varnier describe in a fully illustrated article 
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(Gazelle Hebdomadairc, No. 8, 1891) a method employed by them in the 
treatment of transverse positions of the foetal head. By introducing one 
blade of a long forceps-shaped instrument, the endeavor is made by leverage 
to bring the head, when in transverse presentation at the pelvic brim, down 
into the inlet of the superior strait. Both blades of this instrument are then 
applied as usual to the sides of the head, and cord or tape is passed through 
the extremity of the fenestra in one blade, and traction is made downward as 
in ordinary axis-traction. The head is thus brought through the superior 
strait, turned transversely, and rotation is expected in the centre of the pelvic 
cavity. 


Extra-uterine Pregnancy. 

Kubtner (St. Petersburger medicinische Wochenschrift , Nos. 43 and 44, 
1890) describes five cases of extra-uterine pregnancy treated by laparotomy 
and the removal of the fetus and appendages. Recovery ensued in all the 
cases. Of especial interest is the case of a patient, aged forty years, who had 
borne four children, and in whom the cessation of menstruation for three 
periods was followed by hiemorrhage persisting for six weeks, accompanied 
by the discharge of brownish particles. Shortly after, a second derangement 
of menstruation occurred, followed by a discharge of blood and shreds of 
membrane, the patient afterward complaining of intense pain in the region of 
the sacrum. Upon examination under an anesthetic the uterus was normal; 
posteriorly upon the right side a hard body of considerable size was felt, while 
the left ovary and tube were somewhat enlarged. Upon laparotomy, it was 
discovered that double extra-uterine pregnancy had existed. Extra-uterine 
abortion had occurred in each case, nnd in both tumors microscopic exami¬ 
nation revealed the presence of fetal appendages. The extra-uterine preg¬ 
nancy upon the left side had occurred nine years before the operation, and 
abortion had resulted at four months. Upon the right side pregnancy had 
occurred one year and seven months prior to operation, and the abortion had 
occurred at three months’ gestation. Kustneris case makes twenty-one of 
double extra-uterine pregnancy. No positive cause for its recurrence was 
detected, and probably a persistent catarrhal salpingitis is the most rational 
explanation. 

Banga ( Journal of the American Medical Association, No. 4,1891) describes 
two cases of early ectopic gestation in which a diagnosis was made before 
operation, and in both of which a successful result was obtained. A point of 
practical interest in connection with one of the operations was the method 
employed to check hiemorrhage, which consisted in using a tobacco-bag tam¬ 
pon filled with iodoform gauze after the method of Mikulicz. In hiemorrhage 
occurring deep in the pelvis, pressure can often be made most advantageously 
by this expedient. One of the cases was that of hiematoma of the broad liga¬ 
ment, resulting in the disintegration of the Fallopian tube of that side. Later 
on this developed into an bcematocele in Douglas’s pouch. The other case was 
that of extra-uterine pregnancy in the middle of the tube, a portion of whose 
muscular fibre was tremendously hypertrophied, while its opposite side was 
greatly thinned. The amnion was intact, containing an ounce of fluid and a 
fetus five weeks old. 
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Instant Death from Air in the Uterine Veins in the Fourth 
Month of Pregnancy. 

Hektoen, pathologist to the Cook Comity Hospital {North American Prac¬ 
titioner, No. 3,1891) reporta an interesting case of death occurring after a 
vaginal douche, the patient being in the fourth month of pregnancy. The 
post-mortem examination revealed air in the sub-peTitoneal vessels, in the 
coronary vessels, and in the right ventricle and auricle. Intra-uterine preg¬ 
nancy of four months existed, the patient otherwise being healthy. There 
was no air in the veins of the broad ligaments, in the vena cava, or pulmonary 
arteries. The membranes had disappeared, and at the lower margin of the 
placenta, which was two and a half inches in diameter, a separation from the 
wall of the uterus had taken place three-quarters of an inch long. Beneath 
this separation the openings of the uterine sinuses could be readily distin¬ 
guished. The air probably entered the circulation in considerable quantity 
at one time; the douche w r ns taken with a Davidson's syringe which leaked. 
It is supposed that intermittent uterine contractions followed the injections, 
causing partial separation of the placenta, and that when relaxation occurred 
air entered the placental sinuses. 

A Successful Porbo Operation. 

In the Indian Medical Gazette, No. 2,1891, a successful Porro operation 
upon a patient having a small pelvis is reported by Surgeon-Major Mac- 
laren. The patient had been five days in labor, the child was dead, the 
membranes having ruptured, and the uterus was firmly contracted. She 
seemed moribund, and embryotomy was not permissible. The usual ampu¬ 
tation was performed, the cervix being transfixed with a couple of steel knit¬ 
ting-needles, an India-rubber tube passed firmly around the cervix, below the 
needles, controlling the haemorrhage. A glass drainage-tube was inserted on 
the umbilical side of the stump, which was dusted with aristol. The patient’s 
recovery was uncomplicated. 

The Diagnosis of Congenital Malformation of the Heart. 

This somewhat difficult subject is treated of in a very clear and satisfactory 
manner by Hochsinger in the Wiener Klinik , Heft 2,1891. He concludes 
his treatise as follows: Endocardial murmurs over the orifices of the heart, 
with cyanosis and exaggeration of the second Bound, point conclusively to a 
congenital inflammatory change in the valves at the venous openings. Harsh 
murmurs heard over the sternum, accompanied by cyanosis and exaggeration 
of the second sound, point to a patulous foramen ovale. Clear heart-sounds, 
with a high degree of cyanosis and a marked exaggeration of the second 
sound of the heart, indicate a congenital transposition of the origin of the 
aorta and also the origin of the pulmonary artery from the left ventricle. 
Cardiac murmurs which are not heard loudest over the valvular orifices of 
the heart, but which are accompanied by cyanosis and exaggerated second 
sound, point to a combination of congenital defect in the septa between the 
cardiac chambers and transposition of the valvular orifices. 
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Pregnancy Complicating Cancer of the Cervix; Vaginal 
Extirpation ; Recovery. 

Taylor, of Japan {Medical Record, No. 9,1891) describes an interesting 
case of a patient aged forty-one years, who had carcinoma of the cervix, and 
early pregnancy, the exact period of which could not be ascertained. During 
the operation the bladder wa3 torn, but was immediately closed and vaginal 
extirpation of the uterus performed. Considerable difficulty was expe¬ 
rienced in bringing down the uterus, and haemorrhage was finally checked by 
the use of forceps, ten of which were left compressing the tissues. Although 
the patient showed signs of collapse a few hours after the operation, she sub¬ 
sequently rallied and made an uninterrupted recovery. Some time after the 
operation she was in good health and actively employed. The uterus meas¬ 
ured five inches in length, three and three-quarters in breadth, and two in 
thickness. The foetus was of about two months’ development. 

The Blood of the Pregnant and Parturient Woman and its 
Relation to the Amniotic Liquid. 

Schroder {Archivfur Qyndhologie, Band xxxix., Heft 2) has made a study 
of the blood in pregnancy and parturition in a series of forty-two cases. After 
reviewing the work of others, he concludes that anemia is not a normal con¬ 
dition during pregnancy; that while there may be a slight decrease in the 
number of corpuscles and in the amount of hemoglobin, yet that this decrease 
is never more than slight, and it commonly gives place to a normal condition 
of the blood early in the lying-in period. In proportion as women during 
pregnancy are without abundant food and subjected to hard labor amid un¬ 
favorable surroundings, anemia is found to result. Labor causes a transient 
diminution in the corpuscles and hemoglobin of the blood, especially marked 
where hemorrhage occurs, as in placenta previa. When the secretion of 
milk is well established the anemia of pregnancy and labor gives place to a 
normal condition of the blood and often to an increase in its corpuscles and 
hemoglobin. Schroder is led to conclude that the amniotic liquid is a serous 
transudate from the maternal bloodvessels. 
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Chyle-cyst of the Mesentery. 

Gusserow {Charile Annalen, xv. Jahrg.) describes a mesenteric cyst, re¬ 
moved by abdominal section, the character of which was discovered on 



